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Panellus luminescens 

Panellus luminescens © Glenda Walter 

Cap: plane, flabelliform; 2 – 5 mm diameter; surface dull, dry, uneven, granular to 
pulverulent; yellowish white (3A2) becoming buff; margin straight, crenulate, 
tuberculate. 
Stipe: lateral; < 1 – 3 × <1 mm; tapered toward base; round in cross-section; surface 
dry, granular to pulverulent; greyish orange. 
Pores: adnate; round to angular honeycomb pores; spacing 2 – 5 pores/mm; yellowish 
white (4A2); edge entire, concolourous. 
Flesh: thin, white. Corner reports that some collections are green phosphorescent but 
others not. This bioluminescent character has not yet been observed in the Queensland 
collections. 
Smell: none noted. 
Spore print: white. 
Spores: ellipsoid; 7.2 – 8.8 × 4.0 – 4.4 μm, average 7.97 ± 0.59 × 4.17 ± 0.32 μm, 
Q=1.6–2.2, average Q = 1.92 ± 0.13; smooth, amyloid, firm-walled. 
Basidia:  subclavate; 19.2 – 22.4 × 4.8 – 6.4 μm; 2- and 4-spored; thin-walled.  
Cheilocystidia: narrowly clavate to subclavate; 24.8 – 34.4 × 4.8 – 5.6 μm; smooth, 
firm-walled. 
Pleurocystidia: absent. 
Pileipellis: a palisade of cystidia and abundant, dense hyphae 0.8–2.4 μm diameter. 
Habitat: on palm fronds of Archontophoenix cunninghamii but also reported on other 
palms and rattan vines. 
Notes: Matched to Corner’s description expanded by Audrey Chew in the Singapore 
Gardens Bulletin 1986. More recently Q.Y. Zhang and colleagues described 
P. palmicola from subtropical southern China. That species is very similar to 
P. luminescens but it has subglobose spores. Can be distinguished from 
P. luxifilamentus by its substrate on palm fronds, its smaller size and its round and 
angular pores illustrated above. 
Collections examined: Selangor, Malaysia (Corner 1950, 1986); PL10224, 
Bellthorpe Stays, Willett Rd, Bellthorpe, Patrick Leonard, 10 Feb 2024. 
  


